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Seafonable    Expoftulations 

W  I  T  H    T  H  E 

Worthy   Citizens 

O  F 

L  0  N  D  0  Ny    &c. 

Gentlemen, 

S  I  have  not  the  Honour 
of  being  one  of  your  Bo- 
dy, fo  neither  am  I  a 
Courtier  ;  but  yet,  not  indifferent 
to  what  relates  to  the  PubUck, 
and  therefore  inquifitive  about 
what  paffes  in  London. 

Among  other  Things  fent  me 

by  my  Bookfeller  this  Summer,    I 

A  2  have 


.       [4] 

have  received  a  great  many  infa- 
mous Writings  in  Profe  and  in 
Verfe,  fuch,  as  no  one,  who  has 
fiQt  loft  all  Regard  to  the  Majefty 
ofiJxe  Throne,  to  the  moft  exal- 
ted Charaders,  and  moft  diftin- 
gtiiilied  Merit,  Qr  even  to  Decency 
its  felf,  can  read  without  Indigo- 
nation  ;  with  fuch  Licentioufnefs 
of  Thought,  and  fuch  unbounded 
Impudence  of  Expreffion,  as  I  be- 
lieve was  never  yet  fufFered  in  any 
Government  in  the  World  :  But 
at  the  fame  time  fo  palpably  falfe 
in  the  Matter,  and  fo  wretchedly 
contemptible  in  the  Manner,  that 
I  am  perfuaded  they  gave  not  the 
leaft  Pain  to  the  Perfons  againft; 
whom  the  miferable  Abufe  was 
levelled  ;  thefe  therefore  I  havx 
done  with  :  But  the  laft  Poft 
brought  me  a  Piece,  intituledj^ 
Xour  Reprefentatio7i  to  your  Mem- 
bersy  which,  coming  from  a  Body 

fo 


fo  confiderable  ^s  your's  is,  de-* 
ferves  fome  Attention,  and  is  the 
Occafion  of  my  troubling  you  with 
thefe  Expoftulations, 

Your  Right  to  inftru6t  your 
Reprefentatives  I  do  not  now  call 
into  Queftion  ;  but  you  will  give 
me  Leave  to  remind  you,  that  it 
has  not  been  ufual  to  exercife  that 
Right,  but  in  Times  when  the 
publick  Intereft  has  been  mani- 
feftly  neglected,  or  our  Liberties 
and  Properties  at  leaft  fecretly,  if 
not  openly  invaded. 

I  thought  we  were  fo  much  in 
Danger  of  both,  under  the  late 
Adminiftri^tion,  that  I  was  glad 
to  fee  this  Spirit  fpread  its  felf 
through  many  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom :  The  Ability  and  Integrity 
of  our  Reprefentatives  produced 
what  you,  and  I,  and  all  honefl; 
Men  defired,  the  difplacing  of  that 
Minifter,  whofe  ill  Conduct  raifed 

that 
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that  Spirit,  and  juftified  thofe  In- 
ftrudlions. 

But  furely,  Gentlemen,  many 
of  you,  and  fome  of  your  Repre- 
fentatives  know,  that  there  is  no 
Occafion  now  for  fuch  Remon- 
ftrances  :  I  dare  anfwer,  that  one 
of  them  at  leaft,  whofe  Zeal  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  City,  and  for 
the  good  of  his  Country  in  gene- 
ral, you  cannot  doubt,  and  whofe 
Penetration  and  Abilities  make  all 
Inflruclions,  to  him,  unneceffary, 
is  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  we 
have  changed  Meafures  as  well  as 
Minifters. 

I  could  not  easily  imagine,  that 
any  great  Number  of  your  Body 
could  have  been  prevail' d  with  to 
concur  in  this  unfeafonable  in- 
flammatory Reprefentation,  which 
I  fliould  rather  have  taken  to  be 
the  indifcreet  Produdlion  of  fome 
hot-headed  Poet,  ambitious  of  be- 

cominff 
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coming  eminent,  even  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  pubUck  Peace  and 
TranquiUity,  than  the  temperate 
well-digefted  Sentiments  of  a  So- 
ciety, compofed,  as  your's  is,  of 
Men  of  better  Senfe,  as  well  as 
greater  Fortunes,  than  are  to  be 
found  in  any  City  in  the  World. 

For,  pray  coniider  what  the 
Reprefentation  fays —  "  We  had 
*'  long  feen  the  great  Concerns  of 
*'  the  Kingdom  all  perverted  to 
*'  the  fingle  Purpofe  of  maintain- 
**  ing  Power  in  one  Hand,  our 
''  Wealth  exhaufted,  our  Trade 
*'  negleded,  our  Honour  profti- 
*'  tuted,  and  the  Independency  of 
*'  Parliament  invaded  "  —  And 
therefore,  what  ?  why,  "  Poftpone 
*'  the  Supplies  for  the  current  Ser- 
*'  vice  of  the  enfuinor  Year  "  — 
that  is,  Difarm  yourfelves,  open 
your  Bofoms  to  your  inveterate 
Enemies,  defert  your  Allies,  and 

let 
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let  every  thing  run  into  Confii=' 
fion,   becaufe  in  the  laft  Admini- 
ftration  the  great  Concerns  of  the 
Kingdom  were  negleded,  Sfr.— 
Surely,  Gentlemen,  this  is  con- 
tinuing the  Clamour  for  the  Sake 
of  the  Pleafure,  and  Air  of  Popu- 
larity   which   ufually    attends   it, 
though  the  Reafons  for  it   fublift 
no   longer.     Could  it  be  fhewn, 
that  the  prefent  Adminiftration  is 
chargeable   with  any  one  of  the 
Crimes  juftly  imputed  to  the  laft, 
I  fhould  have  been  ready  to  fol- 
low your  Example,    in  promoting 
the  inftrudinor  our  Members  in  the 
Country.     But  I    will  venture  to 
affirm,  there  is  not  one  difpafHon- 
ate  Man  among  you,  who  does  not 
fee  with  tlie  fame  Pleafure  that  I 
do,  as  total  a  Change  of  Meafures 
in  every  refpedl,  as  the  Nature  and 
Circumftance  of  Things,   and  the 
Shortnefs  of  the  Time  would  permit. 

For 
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For  firft,  (to  take  the  Heads  ot 
what  I  have  to  fay  from  your  Re- 
prefentation,)  what  one  Concern 
of  the  Nation  has  been  negledted, 
or  has  not  been  purfued  with  the 
utmoil  Attention  and  Prudence  ? 
That  important  one^  our  Trade, 
was  immediately  taken  Care  of; 
His  Majefty,  after  the  hearing  your 
jufi:  Complaints  in  Parliament,  put 
the  Management  of  the  Admiralty 
into  fuch  Plands,  as  have  been  in- 
defatigable to  procure  you  all  the 
Protection  you  can  defire  ;  and  this 
with  fuch  Succefs,  that  I  am  in- 
formed the  moft  confiderable  a- 
mong  you  are  gratefully  feniible  of 
the  good  Effedis  of  the  Change,  in 
that  Branch  of  the  Adminiftration. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  generally  acknow- 
ledged, that  fuch  Orders  have  been 
given,  and  purfued  by  our  Admi- 
rals, as  have  entirely  reftored  the 
long  proftituted  Honours  of  the 
B  Eriglijlj 
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E?7gUJ]j  Navy ;  Witnefs  the  com- 
pelling the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies 
to  come  into  a  Neutrality,  at  an 
Hour's  Warning,  upon  the  firft 
Sight  of  our  Fleet  in  the  Bay  of 
Naples  ;  the  cutting  off  all  Provi- 
fions  and  Succours  from  the  Spa- 
?iijlj  Army  in  Italy^  by  the  fend- 
ing our  Men  of  War  into  the  A- 
driaiick  ;  the  burning  the  Spa72iJIj 
Ships  in  a  French  Port ;  and  the 
keeping  a  Fleet  in  the  Road  of 
Hie?^es^  by  which  all  Communica- 
tion between  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards in  that  Part  of  the  Mediter- 
ranea?^  is  prevented,  the  King  of 
Sardinia  on  that  Side  protected, 
and  the  Aujlrian  PojGTeffions  in 
Italy  preferved. 

Thus  far  then  is  inconteftably 
true,  your  Commerce  is  fecured  as 
effedlually  as  in  the  Nature  of 
Things  at  prefent  it  can  be;  and 
the  Glory  of  the  Britip  Navy  re- 
covered 
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covered  upon  all  the  Occasions  that 
have  offered. 

Is  it  lefs  evident,  that  the  Mea- 
fures  His  Majefty  has  tal^en  upon 
the  Continent  have  as  fully  an- 
fwered  the  Purpofe  of  affifting  the 
Queen  of  Hu7igary  on  that  Side  ? 
I  agree  with  the  Author  of  a  late 
Pamphlet,  that  the  King  oiPf'-uJfta 
was  difpofed,  very  early  in  the 
Spring,  to  quit  his  Alliance  with 
France^  but  did  he  do  it,  till  he 
faw  we  were  in  earneft  refolved  to 
fupport  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  P  Is 
there  any  one  who  does  not  fee 
that,  the  Confequence  of  that  Re- 
fblution,  has  been  the  difengaging 
the  Elector  of  Saxonjy^  in  like  man- 
ner, from  the  French  Alliance  ? 
And  is  it  not  plain  to  Demonftra- 
tion,  that  the  tranfporting  our 
Troops  into  Flanders^  forc'd  France 
to  fend  fo  coniiderable  an  Army 
into  the  Low  Cotmtries^  that  they 
B  2  were 
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were  not  able  to  march  any  Rein- 
forcement into  Germany^  nor  to 
fend  any  Troops  at  all  againft  the 
King  of  Sardinia, 

If  by  thefe  and  fuch  like  Mea- 
fures  the  Queen  o{  Hungary  has 
been  greatly  aflifted,  and  France 
greatly  diftrefled,  fo  greatly,  that  of 
near  120,000  Men  their  Corps  at 
firjft  confifted  of,  there  fcarce  re^ 
main  50,000  now  ;  to  which  is  to 
be  added,  the  great  and  almojR:  ir- 
reparable Lofs  of  near  20,000  of 
their  Horfes  ;  if  they  are  reduced 
to  wifh,  perhaps  in  vain,  that  what 
Remains  of  their  Armies  in  Ger- 
many  were  again  got  fafe  back  in- 
to France  ;  if  their  haughty  Stile 
laft  Winter  has  been  changed  into 
an  humble  Willingnefs  to  treat 
with  her  Hungarian  Majefty  upon 
Terms  which,  at  that  Time,  fhe 
fcarce  could  have  expedied  ;  if  all 
this  has  been  the  happy  Effed  of 

His 
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His  Majefly's  Councils  and  Mea- 
fures,  thofe  Councils  are  wile,  and 
thofe  Meafures  vigorous.  If  France 
is  thus  manifeftly  become  lefs  for- 
midable ;  of  which,  to  many  other 
Proofs  may  be  added,  that  the  Cza- 
riita  has  rejed:ed  the  Mediation  of 
that  Court  between  Her  and  Svve- 
deny  and  has  accepted  that  of  Great 
Britain ;  in  a  Word,  if  inflead  of 
our  having  fcarce  one  Ally  upon 
the  Continent,  there  is  now  fcarce 
one  Power  there,  that  is  not  defi.- 
rous  of  becoming  fo,  furely.  Gen- 
tlemen, you  will  own  that  the  Fi- 
gure we  now  make  in  Europe  is 
very  different  from  what  it  was  ; 
and  confequently,  that  the  Sums 
granted  laft  Seffions,  great  as  they 
were,  are  equall'd  by  the  Advan- 
tages we  have  reaped,  from  their 
having  been  wifely  and  fuccefsful- 
ly  employ 'd. 

I 
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I  believe,  if  you  reflect  a  lit- 
tle on  what  was  our  Condition 
twelve  Months  ago,  you  will  a- 
gree  with  me,  that  it  is  more  ex- 
traordinary fo  much  has,  than  that 
more  has  not,  been  done.  And 
if  this  is  inconteftably  the  Cafe, 
with  what  Senfe,  with  what  In- 
tention can  we  defire  our  Repre- 
fentatives  to  refufe  the  neceffary 
Supplies?  The  Crown  has  been 
addrefs'd  by  the  unanimous  Voice 
of  the  Nation  to  aflifl:  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^  as  the  beft  and  only 
Way  of  fecuring  that  Ballance  of 
Power  in  Eu?^ope  which  is  necef^ 
fary  to  the  Safety,  Profperity  and 
Gloiy  of  this  Country  ;  all  that 
could  be,  has  been,  done ;  (grate- 
fully acknowledg'd  to  be  fo,  by 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  herfelf,) 
and  now,  when  with  great  Pro- 
bability we  may  hope  that  in  ano- 
ther Year,  that  great  End  may  be 

fully 
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fully  obtain  d,  with  moft  mifta- 
ken  Zeal,  and  unfeafonable  Ani- 
mofity,  we  are  to  defire  our 
Members  to  poftpone  the  Sup- 
plies. 

I  hope  there  are  no  private, 
unavowable  Reafons,  for  an  In- 
ftrudlion,  which,  if  it  were  to  be 
purfued,  muft  throw  all  our  Af- 
fairs both  Abroad  and  at  Home 
into  a  Confufion,  which  cannot 
be  too  much  dreaded,  nor  guard- 
ed againft,  by  all  who  wilh  well 
to  their  Country. 

I  hope,  I  fay,  there  are  no  fuch 
Reafons.— We  muft  examine  thofe 
given  in  your  publick  Reprefen- 
tation :  The  firft  is,  till  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  is  renewed ; 
that  is,  I  fuppofe,  till  the  late 
Minifter,  the  Author  of  many  of 
the  Griefs  and  Mifchiefs  we  juftly 
complain'd  of,  be  brought  to  far- 
ther Trial 

There 
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There  is,  I  believe,  not  one  of 
my  Countrymen,  more  fenfible 
than  I  am,  of  the  many  fatal  Er- 
rors, and,  no  doubt  fome  of  them, 
wilful  Miftakes,  of  the  late  Mi- 
nifter ;  and  therefore  no  Man 
can  be  more  grateful  than  I  am, 
to  thofe  who  delivered  us  from 
the  Danger  our  Liberties  were  in, 
from  his  wicked  and  corrupt  Ad- 
miniftration :  But  now,  that  I  am 
freed  from  the  Apprehenfions  I 
was  under,  by  feeing  him  out  of 
Power,  and  feeing  thofe  in,  who 
ad,  and  muft,  if  they  are  wife, 
continue  to  a6t  upon  quite  diffe- 
rent Prii;iciples,  whom  we  cannot 
yet  charge  with  any  wrong  Mea- 
fure,  and  leaft  of  all  with  any 
Corruption,  I  own  I  am  fatisfy'd. 
For  pray— what  good  will  his  Pu- 
nifhment  do  me  now?  Will  it 
reduce  the  exorbitant  Power  of 
Fraftce-t  and  fecure  the  Aujl7'ian 

Interefl: 
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Intereft  in  Germany  ?  Will  it  add 
one  Friend  more  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  Country  in  the  pre- 
fent  Royal  Family  ?  Will  it  make 
one  Man  a  Well-wiflier  to  the 
Peace  and  Profperity  of  England^ 
who  wifhes  ill  to  it  now  ?  Sure  I 
am,  it  will  not. 

However,  Gentlemen,  I  do  not 
differ  with  you,  as  to  the  Right 
an  injured  Nation  has  to  demand, 
in  Parliament^  the  Punifhment  of 
a  bad  Minifter  ;  and  tho'  in  my 
own  private  Opinion,  I  may  not 
agree  with  you  in  the  prefent  Ex- 
pediency and  Ufefulnefs  of  bring- 
ing that  great  Delinquent  to  any 
other  Punifhment,  than  what  he 
muft  feel  from  the  Lofs  of  his 
Power,  and  the  general  Hatred 
and  Contempt  brought  upon  him 
by  his  Abufe  of  it,  (fufficient  fure- 
ly  to  deter  any  Riture  Minifter 
from  following  his  Example)  yet, 
C  I 


I  liave  that  Confidence  in  the  In- 
tegrity and  Sincerity  of  thofe,  who 
procured  us  liis  Difmiffion,  that 
I  am  perliiaded^  if  Reafons  drawn 
from  the  pubHck  Good,  can  be 
given  for  renewing  the  Inquiry, 
they  love  their  Country  too  well^ 
and  deteft  the  Screening  they  have 
been  moft  unjuftly  charg'd  with 
too  much,  to  oppofe  fuch  a  Mea- 
fure. 

But,'  on  the  other  Hand,  if  it 
fhould  appear  that  this  Cry  for 
Juftice,  does  only  affume  the  Mafk 
of  publick  Spirit,  and  is  in  reality 
nothing  more,  in  fome,  than  the 
malicious  Voice  of  Difappointment, 
or  envious  Impatience  to  get  into 
Employments  ;  and  in  others,  no- 
thins  Icfs  than  a  wicked  Defire  of 
throwing  every  Thing  into  Con- 
fiilion ;  If  this  fhculd  be  the  Cafe, 
if  I  am  not  greatly  miftaken  in 
the  Chara6lers  of  the  Perfons  to 

whom 
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whom  that  Minifter  owes  his  Fall, 
as  they  are  too  uncorrupt  to  be 
tempted,  fo  are  they  too  intrepid 
to  be  terrify 'd J  info  any  Meaiures 
wliich  they  think  not  productive 
of  fome  pubhck  Good. 

The  other  Points,  ior  the  Sake 
of  which  you  have  inftruded  your 
Members  to  poftpone  theSuppHes, 
are,  A  Place  Bill -^  A  Bill  to  p?'e- 
vent  the  Ahufes  of  Returning  Of- 
ficers \  and  the  Repeal  of  the  Sep- 
tennial  A&, 

I  always  thought  fuch  Laws 
neceffary,  to  fecure  the  Indepen- 
dency of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  therefore  I  think  we  have 
great  ObHgations  to  thofe,  who, 
with  unrelaxed  Zeal  for  the  Pub- 
lick,  did  obtain  for  us  a  Bill,  which 
does  exclude  a  great  Number  of 
Officers  from  Seats  in  Parliament. 
If  it  was  not  fo  comprehenfive  as 
you  delired,  are  they  blameable 
C  2  for 
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it  ?  ■  Is  it  to  be  imputed  to 
them  that  a  more  efFedual  one, 
which  they  had  drawn,  did  not 
pais  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ?  Or  ra- 
ther, are  we  not  greatly  obUged 
to  them,  that  they  jftill  infilled 
upon  ferving  us  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  Power,  and  did  in  fome 
Meafure  cure  the  Evil  complain'd 
of,.;,  by  getting  the  Number  of 
Place-men  in  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons  lefien'd   for  the  future. 

It  is  owino;  to  the  fame  unalte- 
rable  Defire  to  ferve  the  Publick, 
that  as  good  a  Bill  as  ever  was 
drawn,  was  brought  in,  for  re- 
jlrahnng  Abufes  m  Retur?ti?ig  Of- 
Jicers.  The  many  Additions  made 
to  it,  from  a  Variety  of  Opinions 
about  the  Manner  of  redreffing 
the  Grievance,  in  Boroughs  and 
Corporations  of  dijfferent  Natures 
and  Conftitutions,  rendred  the  Bill 
fo  bulky,  and  fo  dilatory  in  paf- 

fing 
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fing  theHoufe  of  Commons,  that 
it  could  be  read  but  once,  as  I  re- 
member in  the  upper  Houfe,  be- 
fore the  Prorogation.  But  I  make 
no  doubt  but  an  effedual  Bill  for 
this  Purpofe  may  pafs  in  the  next 
Seffions,  becaufe  I  allure  myfelf, 
that  the  fame  Care  and  Attention 
to  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liber- 
ties, which  lately  refcued  us  from 
the  Danger  of  loling  them,  will 
not  fail  to  concur  in,  and  pro- 
mote, every  Thing  which  can  con- 
tribute to  the  perpetuating  them, 
to  us,  and  to  Pofterity. 

And  it  is  this  Coniideration 
which  induces  me  to  believe,  that, 
as  to  your  laft  Point,  the  Repeal 
of  the  Septen?nal  A8i^  thefe  Gen- 
tlemen will  do  what  may  be  moft 
for  our  Service  in  that  important 
Affair  ;  about  which,  however,  I 
have  often  found  fuch  a  Variety 
pf  Sentiments  among  impartial  and 

conliderate 
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confiderate  Men,  undoubted  Well- 
wifliers  to  their  Country,  that  I 
have  been  induced  to  doubt  very 
much,  whether  triennial  ParHa- 
ments,  would  be  a  Remedy  ade-r 
quate  to  the  Evil,  becaufe  in  my 
own  Opinion,  the  Crown  would 
be  mofl:  likely  to  have  the  Advan- 
tage, from  fuch  frequent  and  ex- 
penfive  Trials  between  it  and  the 
People  :  But  this  Paper  is  not  the 
Place  for  any  farther  Confiderati- 
on  of  this  Point.  If  it  fhould 
come  to  be  maturely  confidered 
and  impartially  determined,  a 
hearty  Concurrence  will  not  be 
wanting  to  the  paffmg  a  proper 
Bill  for  the  Purpofe. 

To  fuch  Hands,  then  furely^ 
Gentlemen,  we  may  venture  to 
truft  our  foreign  and  domeftick 
Concerns :  They  have  given  the 
greateft  Proofs  of  their  Ability  ; 
and  it  would  be  the  higheft  In- 
gratitude 
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gratitude  to  queftion  the  Integrity 
of  thofe,  who  for  many  Years  to- 
gether, defpifing  Temptations  of 
all  Kinds,  perfifted  in  their  En- 
deavours to  fecure  our  Liberties, 
againfl:  a  Torrent  of  Corruption, 
which  threatned  us  with  the  total 
Ruin  of  our  Conftitution ;  and 
at  length  prefer ved  us,  by  deftroy- 
ing  that  Power  which  was  become 
fo  dangerous.  Nor  ftopp'd  here  ; 
but  defirous  to  expofe  and  punifh 
the  Iniquities  of  that  Adminiftra- 
tion,  one  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  (af- 
ter the  Motion  for  an  Inquiry  had 
been  defeated  in  other  Hands, 
during  his  neceffary  Abfence)  poft- 
poning  a  moft  juft  domeftick Grief, 
to  his  Concern  for  the  Publick, 
return'd  to.  the  Houfe,  revived 
the  Motion,  and,  with  no  lefs 
Zeal  than  Eloquence,  got  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  appointed.  And 
when  that  Committee  found  them- 

felves 
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fclves  unable  to  proceed  for  want 
of  proper  Evidence,  can  any  Man 
charge  it  upon  thefe  Gentlemen, 
that  the  Committee  did  not  ob- 
tain what  was  neceffary  ? 

How  fhameful  then,  and  no-* 
torioufly  unjuft  is  the  Obloquy 
and  Abufe  with  which  they  have, 
been  treated  !  ■^': 

Inftead,  therefore,  Gentlemen, 
of  joining  with  you  in  the  unde- 
ferved  Afperiions  thrown  upon 
them  in  your  Reprefentation,  let 
us  agree  in  congratulating  one 
another,  that  the  unthankful  Re- 
turns they  meet  with  for  their 
eminent  Services  to  their  Coun-* 
try,  have  not  lefTen'd  their  Re- 
gard for  the  Publick,  that  they 
ftill  are  our  Friends,  ftill  inflexibly 
determin  d  to  purfue  fuch  Mea- 
fures  as  fliall  be  moft  likely  to 
fecure  the  Freedom,  and  contri- 
bute 
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bute  to  the  Profperity  and  Glory 
of  the  Nation. 

With  fuch  Friends,  as  thefe^ 
the  Publick  has  nothing  to  fear^ 
but  from  a  mifguided  Zeal,  ex- 
cited by  paffionate  and  violent 
Men,  who  may  have  View^s  and 
Purpofes  of  their  own  to  ferve, 
by  making  themfelves  confider- 
able  in  Confulions  of  their  own 
creating.  Such  Enemies  to  our 
Peace  are  not  wanting  in  many 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  fome 
fuch  I  fear  are  to  be  found  amonof 
yourfelves  t  But  pray  confider, 
Gentlemen,  how  little  it  is  to  the 
Honour  of  fo  confiderable  a  Bo- 
dy as  your's  is,  to  be  mifled  by 
fuch  Men. 

For  though,  Want  of  Regard 
and  Decency  to  the  Government, 
fhould  not  provoke  its  juft  Re- 
fentment,  to  withdraw  from  you 
any  of  the  Favours  you  enjoy  (and 
D  which 
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which  I  hope  you  ever  will  en- 
joy,) how  unbecoming  the  Gravi- 
ty and  Importance  of  the  great 
and  opulent  City  oi  London  is  it, 
to  be  governed  like  a  little  diftant 
Borough  Town,  by  the  f.ditious 
Rhetorick  of  a  Rw  heated  Ima- 
ginations among  you  ! 

Intemperate  Clamour  about 
real  or  feign'd  publick  Griev- 
ances, has  fometimes  r.iifed  Men 
to  a  fhort'lived  Popularity,  an 
Appearance  of  Merit,  in  the  Vul- 
gar Efteem  ;  but  you.  Gentle- 
men, I  am  perfuaded,  will  not 
long  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  impo- 
fed  upon  ;  you  have  -too  much 
Senfe  not  to  diflinguifh  the  Af- 
fediation  of  Patriotifm  from  the 
true  publick  Spirit ;  and  too  great 
a  Share  of  Property  to  be  haran- 
gued into  Meafures  which  may 
render  our  Peace  and  our  Welfare 
precarious. 

While 
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While  I  was  going  on  to  ex- 
hort you  to  refled:  upon  the  ill 
Example  you  ftt  to  others,  by 
your  unfeafonable  Inftruuiions  to 
your  Reprefentatives,  I  received 
much  fuch  a  Paper  as  your's  is, 
addrefs'd  to  the  Members  for 
Wejimin/iery  drawn  up  by  fome 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  City. 

It  feems  they  too  have  their 
Poet,  and  their  O.ator  ;  who,  if 
I  am  rightly  informed,  would 
very  lately  have  gladly  difpofed 
of  their  fmall  Abilities  and  great 
Zeal  to  another  Intereft,  if  a  Pur- 
chafer  could  have  been  found. 
As  it  is  to  fuch  as  thofe,  and  not 
to  any  great  Number  of  confide- 
rable  Inhabitants  of  that  City,  re- 
gularly convened  in  their  Burgefs 
Court,  that  their  Reprefentatives 
owe  the  Advantage  of  being  thus 
inftruded,  I  fhall  only  make  this 
general  Obfervation  upon  this 
D  2  Sort 
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Sort  of  Writings,  which  is,  that 
they  may  do  Mifchief  abroad  ;  the 
comprehenlive  Tide  they  bear 
may  induce  Foreigners  to  ima- 
gine that  thefe  are  the  real  Senti- 
ments of  a  great  Majority  of  the 
Cities  and  Communitits  whofe 
Name  they  aflume,  whereas  we 
who  know  to  what  contemptible 
Sources  they  owe  their  Produc- 
tion, fcarce  think  them  worth 
our  Notice. 

But  as  to  you,  Gentlemen  of 
the  Common  Council,  let  me 
once  more  defire  you  to  confider, 
that,  if  it  be  true,  evidently  fo, 
beyond  all  poffibility  of  a  Ques- 
tion, that  our  prefent  Situation 
is,  in  all  Refpeds,  greatly  better 
than  it  was ;  if  we  are  perhaps 
upon  the  very  Point  of  feeing  a 
general  Peace  abroad,  and  con- 
fequently  a  Itffening  of  our  Ex- 
pence   at  home,  and  our  Trade 

^n4 
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and  Profperity  reftored ;  if  we 
have  the  fame  Guardians  of  our 
Liberty  for  our  Friends,  and  a 
Government  that  delires  nothing 
more  than  to  make  us  a  happy 
and  flourifhing  People;  confider, 
with  what  ill-tim'd  Warmth,  and 
falfe  Pretences  of  Service  to  the 
Publick,  you  have  been  prevailed 
with,  to  inftrud:  your  Members 
to  poftpone  thofe  Supplies,  which 
are  neceflary  to  finifh  and  per- 
fe6t  that  great  work,  which  we 
unanimoufly  defired  His  Majef- 
ty  to  undertake  ;  not  only  to 
the  Hazard  of  lofing  all  the  great 
Advantages  we  propofed  to  our- 
felves  abroad  from  the  Succefs  of 
that  Undertaking,  but  to  the 
manifeft  Danger  of  the  publick 
Peace  and  Tranquillity  at  home. 


POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

AFTER  I  had  fent  the 
foregoing  Paper  to  the 
Prefs,  I  received  a  more  particular 
Account,  of  the  Number,  and 
Condition  of  the  Perfons,  con- 
cerned in  the  Wejlminjizr  In- 
ftrudlions.  The  Meeting,  it  feems, 
confifted  of  a  few  more  than  an 
Hundred  ;  and  thofe  the  lowefl:, 
and  leaft  Subfianti  il  Inhabitants, 
of  the  City  and  Liberties .  One  of 
the  moft  inconfiderable  of  the 
Company,  produces  thefe  Pocket- 
Inftrudions,  and  obtains  the  Ap- 
probation of  the  reft.  Thefe  are 
the  Men,  who  calling  themfelves 
The  Burgejfes  of  Weftminfter, 
would  have  this  Paper  pafs  for 
the  Sentiments,  of  the  greater 
Number  of  the  moft  confiderable 
Inhabitants  of  that  City. 

I 
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I  have  faid  in  fome  of  the  pre^ 
ceding  Pages,  that  I  do  not  call 
in  Queftion,  the  Right  Conftitu- 
ents  have  to  inftrud  their  Repre- 
fentatives ;  btit  that  a  handful  of 
the  meaneft  Fellows,  in  that  great 
and  rich  City,  fhould  get  toge- 
ther, and  publifh  thefe  Didates 
to  their  Members,  as  if  it  was  the 
AS.  of  a  Majority  of  the  whole,  h 
a  Piece  of  fuch  Infolence,  as  is  to 
be  match'd  by  nothing,  but  the 
Impudence  of  the  Paper  its  felf. 

This  is  treating  it  with  too 
much  Tendernefs  :  It  contains 
the  greateft  Infuhs  upon  the  Go- 
vernment that  perhaps  ever  pafs'd 
unpunifli'd  ;  the  Legiflature  is 
menaced  with  an  appeal  to  the 
Peophy  and  threatned  with  po- 
pular  Contention^  in  cafe  fuch 
Things,  as  this  wife  Affembly  of 
about  an  hundred  indigent  Fel- 
lows  judge    neceffary,    are   not 

immediately 
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immediately  done.  I  fliall  not 
examine  it  more  particularly;  if  I 
am  not  miftaken,  it  is  profecuta- 
ble  at  Law ;  to  which  I  fliall  leave 
it,  and  its  Authors,  after  il  have 
faid,  that  if  they  efcape  its  Ri- 
gour, it  will  not  be  owing  more 
to  the  long  enduring  Lenity  of 
the  Government,  than  to  their 
own  low  and  contemptible  Cha^ 
rasters. 
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